“ZAGALO SPEAKS ON BRAZIL — P.2 


REMOVALS 
STORAGE 


HOME OR OFFICE | 
GENERAL CARRYING 
FREE QUOTES | 


S1-1177 = 31-2222 


80. BARCOM AVE., 
RUSHCUTTERS BAY 


Established over 30. years 


THE VOICE OF 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 


Registored 2c» newspaper with the Australisn Posts! Commission — Category “8%. 


AUSTRALIA'S OLDEST AND ONLY INDEPENDENT SOCCER NEWSPAPER 


tn 


Sst ian een SS SER SUD 
Vol. 20. No. 40. October 21, 1977 Address: Box 5061, G.P.C., Sydney, 2001 — Tel: 406-4551 


AUSTRALIA'S 
LEADING SPECIALISTS 
iN FINE 
SMALLGOODS HAM & 
BACON 


Enjoy the quality 
os 


WORLD CUP MISSION IS 
NEAR TOTAL COLLAPSE 


— By ANDREW DETTRE — 


Deliriously 


et 


Last week's PSL annual general 
meeting decided to admit Newcastle only 
if another club drops out or one more 
15-team 


‘The meeting deferred almost all 
detailed problems of the League to its 
management committee which will meet 
in about two weeks time. 

A decision was made, however, to 
raise the standard of venues and it's 
unlikely that Dural in Sydney and 
Esther Park in. Melbourne, in their 
present form, will see any more PSL 
matches. 

‘Telecasts of matches next year will 
revert to the Melbourne-Sydney axis 
with occasional games shown from 
other centres. \ é 

Next year’s competition will start 
on March S and the Philips Cup and 
a semifinal series will be staged during 


and after the main season. 
— 


NEWCASTLE T0 WAIT 


Newcastle's perfectly prepared application to join the 
Philips League in 1978 impressed everybody who saw it — 
yet the Novocastrians have only a slim chance of getting in. 


Melbourne officials, who until a 
year ago swore never to join the Philips 
League, have smoothly taken over key 
positions on its executive. 


At last week's meeting held in 
Sydney, Sam Papasavas (South Mel- 
bourne) replaced Alex Pongrass as 
chairman, 


Deputy chairman is now Charles 
Caruzo from Adelaide City and the 
third member of the executive is Tony 
Kovac from Footscray. 

Kovac was elected after a close 
battle with Les Bordacs of St. George, 
winning by one vote. 

Oddly, after a mere one year in 
existence, the League voted life member- 


ship honors to Alex Pongrass and 
Frank Lowy. 
One has to assume that it was 


more of a gesture towards the departing 
officials for the spadework they had 

the past three years towards 
lishing the League. 


py Kuwaiti fans with their hero, striker Fathi Kamil after Sunday's 
tch which all but ended Austratin’s 1977 World Cup bid. 


ommcewod 


Australia's World Cup hopes lie in ruins, shattered almost 
beyond repair: the 1-2 defeat at the hands of tiny Kuwait must 
be followed by a series of miracles to save our neck. 


To qualify for the 1978 
finals, Australia must win 
its remaining four matches 
(all played| away from 
ome) then hope that Iran 


Seoul will 
be tough 


Settled into their plush 
hotel in Seoul, the Soccer- 
cos are preparing for Sun- 
day’s tense battle against 
South Korea in the city’s 
Municipal Stadium, 

The hosts are certain that 
Sunday afternoon's match 
will produce a full house-— 
some 32,000 spectators. 

Situated in the midst of 
Seoul's busy thoroughfares, 
the stadium can be a 
cauldron of hot Oriental 
emotions. 

To keep the crowds at 
bay, authorities use riot 
police with batons and tear 
gas 

At the same time, 
Koreans themselves create 
an atmosphere which is sel- 
dom more than a stone's 
throw from mob violence. 

During the matches two 
or three military bands play 
patriotic marches, while the 
spectators yell themselves 
into a frenzy waving thous- 
ands of flags. 

In this modern, concrete 
amphitheatre, the Socceroos 
will need to keep their cool 
not to be devoured by the 
tions. 

The Koreans are still 
seething with resentment 
about their recent. Sydney 
visit, claiming that their 
goalie was kicked out of the 
match by Attila Abonyi. 

Whether the claim is 
doubtful or outright ridicu- 
lous, Abonyi can expect a 
warm reception from the 
Koreans who watched the 
Sydney match on TV. 

While invasion of a play- 
ing area is a rare pheno: 
enon in Seoul, spectators 
Jove throwing missiles, 
bottles and cans at oppos- 
ing players and officials, 

The Socceroos will leave 
Seoul on Monday, October 
24 for Hong Kong for the 
second match of their tour. 

In Seoul, the team is stay- 


the 


ing at the Seoul Tokyu 
Hotel, 8 — Yang-Dong, 
Chung-ku. Cable address is 


Seltokyu, phone 23-1151. 

In Hong Kong the team’s 
headquarters is at Lee 
Gardens Hotel, Hysan 
Ayenue, Hong Kong, phone 
$-75-7211. 


und Kuwait drop enough 
points to one another to let 
us sneak back into the 
picture. 

Possible? Yes; probable? 
Not really. 

In fact, on the eve of 
the team’s matches in 
South Korea and Hong 
Kong, our World Cup bid 
seems to have petered out, 

If there were more time 
available, we would seri- 
‘ously suggest that the ASF 
dismantle the present Soc- 
ceroo squad and start re 
building at once. 

Alas, this isn't possible 
and the same increasingly 
discredited coach and play- 
ers will now go into battle 
in Seoul on Sunday. 

Jim Shoulder's chances of 
remaining the national 
coach have taken a nose- 
dive, 

Ramors haye it that once 
the present World Cup 
campaign is over, some 
time in December, his con- 
tract won't be renewed. 


Ironically perhaps, the 
same week that Australia 
Jost to lowly Kuwait, Ene- 
Jand were also all but elim- 
inated from the World Cup. 

The bankruptcy of the 
English-type soccer, in 

ing and players, must 
at long last alert the ASF 
to the fact that we are 
heading in the wrong direc- 
tion. 

And once the World Cup 
campaign is over, the ASF 
should draw the proper 
conclusions. 


W.C. on TV. 


On Sunday, at 4 p.m, 
the ABC will provide a 
direct telecast from Seoul 
on the South Korea y. 
Australia World Cup match 
with Martin Royal, doyen 
of Australian soccer com- 
mentators. The following 
Sunday the ABC will again 
televise “live” the match 
from Hong Kong. 


WORLD CUP 
SCHEDULE 


The squares show the home and away 
results of matches played so far and the dates 


of the games yet to come. 
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BRAZIL'S GREAT PERIOD 
MAY BE OVER — ZAGALO 


Like an exiled king, Mario Zagalo is waiting for the call of his loyal subjects | 
to return to the only throne that really interests him: Brazil’ 


Suecess and \glamour are in 
his blood and the bizarre so- 
journ in Kuwait, despite the 
obvious financial advantages, 
eannot possibly satisfy him, 

He tasted sweet World Cup 
Victory three times; in 1958 
and 1962 as a player, in 1970 
as coach; only Pele can match 
his record. 

Coaching stints with Bo- 
tafogo and Fluminense, then 
once gain appointment 
‘take Brazil to the 1974 World 
Cup have made him a global 
figure. 

A small, almost fragile 
man of 46 with ruddy com- 
plexion, receding gray hair 
and vibrant, fiery yet friendly 
eyes, Zagalo today is a com- 
bination of wisdom and burn- 
ing energy, diplomatic sense 
and apostolic zeal. 

Some say he was the one 
who carried the piano for 
the artists in the great Bra- 
zil teams, others, more ac- 
curately, remember him as 
the ‘heart, soul and lung of 
the team, the man who it 
jected method and discipline 
into the classic work of the 
geniuses around him. 

Visiting Sydney last week 
with Kuwait as their nation- 
al coach, this great Brazilian 
was happy to talk soccer, 

Leaning against the wall on 
his motel bed, occasionally 
asking for help to find the 
right word in English — his 
assistant, Carlos Alberto Pe- 
reina speaks excellent Eng- 
lish — Zagalo was candid 
about every subject except 
one: this return to the helm 
of Brazil. 


“My contract in Kuwait 


expires on January 10,” he 
said. “If we qualify for Ar- 
gentina, Till stay in Kuwait. 
If we don't, I'll return to 
Brazil, first for a holiday. 
“Then, I'll look around for 
a job.” 
1 broke the news fo him 


“T can’t comment on com- 
ments,” the said, “I have 
learned mever to speculate on 
what can or may happen. 
But naturally, I'd be inter- 
ested, 

“Coaching Brazil is a 
unique honor — but also an 
immensely difficult task, 

“Everybody expects you to 
produce 11 Peles, in every 
match. The tradition is over- 
‘bearing, almost oppressive. 

“And the organisation, of 
soccer in Brazil is rather poor 
compared with Europe.” 

‘How cam three-times world 
champions: eeeall have @ poor 


the various rivalries, 


incompetent people acquire 
too much power. 

“The present —_nafional 
coach, Claudio Coutinho ‘has 
coached « team for three 
months before he got the 
job, Another a few years ago, 
Saldanha, was a successful 
radio and TV commentator 
and literally talked his way 
into the job. 

“The world doesn't realise 
that Brazil’s soccer usually 
sueceeds despite the system, 
not ‘because of it.” 

Assistant Carlos Alberto 
Pereira (not to be confused 
with Carlos Alberto, the 
colored captain of Brazil. in 
1970) thas been with Zagalo 
for some seven years in the 
national team and with clubs, 
now in Kuwait, 

A physical conditioner ex- 
pert, Pereira interrupted. 

“Look at the Germans,” he 
said. “Herberger was the na- 
tional coach from 1938 to 


to and 


— By ANDREW DETTRE — 


1962, 
Schon. 

“Everybody knows ‘he wiil 
retire in 1978 and will be 
followed by Jupp Derwall, 
It's all part of the methodical 
German system, a perfect in- 
frastructure. 

“In South America it’s .dif- 
ferent. Neither Brazil nor 
Argentina is sure that their 
Present coaches, Coutinho 
Menotti, will be in 
change next week, at Christ- 
mas or during the World 
Cup. 

“We don't have 
and continuity.” 


then came Helmut 


stability 


“They have 700 registered 
players — less than you find 
on a weekday on Copacabana 
beach in Rio. 

“The first division has & 
the second has 6 teams com- 
peting. Now that's the entire 
material we can choose from. 

“So the problem is quantit- 
ative. The natural ability is 
there but that’s mot enough. 
“Also, because of lack of 
tradition, the players’ mental 
approach to training and 
playing is different. 

“T thave to explain even 
the most obvious which, say 
in Brazil, players would :eal- 


MARIO ZAGALO 
Self-exiled Brazilian wizard 


Zagalo feels that no 
country can succeed in soccer 
any longer without. perfect 
organisation. Not even Bra- 
zil where talent seems plenti- 
ful. 

“Talent we have, yes, but 
the great age of Brazilian 
soccer is over. It lasted from 
1954 to 1970 and gaye us 
three world titles. 

“Bat this sort of thing 
happens, Look at Hungary, 
who were the best in the 
world from 1949 to about 
1956 and now cannot even 
get near that standard. 

“It’s not too hard to pro- 
duce good players — but 
great ones are rare. Well, in 
Brazil we had them. Not just 
Pele, but Garrincha, Zito 
Djalma Santos, Nilton San- 
wos, Didi, the goal-getting 
Vava, Amarildo and many 
other 

“This class of player is 
vanishing .That’s the reason 
that every time a talented boy 
furs up in Brazil, he is 
hailed as the ‘new Pele.’ 


“That’s what they did with 


Tostao and what's happen-- 


ing with Zico now. 

“Sure, Zico is a very good 
player — but no Pele and 
mever will be. And when 
finally people realise this, 
‘they'll write him off, rather 
‘unfairly. 


The Peles are not created; 
they are bor. Sure, you can 
polish their skill and tech- 
nique and stamina — but 
that heavenly spark must 
come from within.” 

Zagalo says thet Kuwait, 
in many ways, is a soccer 
anachronism. 


ise instinctively. Then 1 have 
to convince them that it's 
right. 

“The secret of good coach- 
ing is really to have intel- 
ligent, not just good players, 
‘Ones who 
are doing, why and what re- 
sults that will produce. 


“The Germans and the 


Dutch have that level — took | gue 


at their results,” 

When pressed to make a 
prediction for next year's 
World Cup, Zagalo quickly 
withdraws into a careful dip- 
Jomatic shell. 

“Tam prepared to nominate 
four teams who will provide 
the winner. Germany, Hol- 
Jand, Brazil and Italy. I'm 
pretty sure about this.” 

But the way he talks, one 
can cull the list further. 
He is anything but optim- 
istic about Brazil's chances 
‘and one has the feeling that 
he has included Italy just to 
‘swell the numbers. 

Argentina he brushes off 
with a Latin gesture, No, 10, 


SCORESHEET 


's national team. 


=} good result with that team. 


know what they | 


1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 


not them, be says and won't | 
explain. Brazil? Well, he 
hopes so — but obviously 
it's more of a hope than 
conviction. 

Would he be just as 
cautious in 1978, if appointed, 
as he was in 1974, when he | 
was accussd of producing a 
super-defensive team? ~ 

“I accept this only as hypo- | 
thetical question,” he said, 
“because I have not been 
spproached to take the team 
back. 

“In 1974 some critics 
claimed that T took a ‘phys- 
ical’ team to Germany be- 
cause I was afraid of being 
kicked off the pitch by the 
Europeans. 

“What monsense. [I fielded 
teams which were able to 
give us the best results — 
under the conditions, And 
the conditions were a short- 
age of great players. 

“Look,” he warmed to the 
task, “I knew that the team 
lacked great players capable 
of winning the World Cup 
on their own. 

“Apart from Rivelino and 
Pereira, we ‘had no world 


some personal problems. 
“So 1 thought that if we 
played cautiously instead of 
the usual Brazilian open 
sie we may. got further | 
the tournament. 
 stceentually we won fourth 
place — and that was @ 


“What would I do in 1978? 
I have not seen Brazil play 
since 1974, After the 1974 
World Cup, until about De- 
cember 1975, Brazil never 
played one full international. 

“After that, I have been 
out of the country. But 1 
do know that they still have 
no great stars, only some 
very good players. 

“ld play my team accord- 
ing to the talent available, 
whether the World Cup is 
in Europe or South America, 

“But as I said, it’s hypo- 
thetical. Coutinho is the man 
in charge...” 


SPOTKICKS 


Fitzroy’s Ken Taylor as) 
king’ 


“penalty 
\Philips League in 1997: te 
‘scored four goals this sea- 
son, all from  spotkicks, 

This was the list of 
penalties, as reported from 
the various matches: 

4: Taylor (Fitzroy). 

3: Hermiston (Brisbane 
City), Morris (Br. Lions), 
Byrne (Marconi), Tront (all 
for Mooroolbark), 

2: Muniz (both 
Hakoah). 

1: Perin, Deans (Ad, 
City), Stevenson (Hakoah), 
McGregor  (Mooroolbark), 
McDonald (Sth.  Melb.), 
Pirie, Senkalski (Olympic), 
Kosmina (Westad). 


for 


AUSTRALIA KUWAIT 
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These have been Ausi- 


The total shows 5 wins 


ralia’s — in the past and 4 draws, 
against South Korea: 


1972 (Seoul) 2-0 


14 goals 
scored and 8 conceded. 
Australia’s full interna- 
tional results against Hong 
Kong since the start of the 


ASF: 
(Hong Kong) 0-1 


967 (Saigon) 3-2 
969 (Seoul) 21* 
969 (Seoul) 1-1* 
972 (Seoul) 1-1 

1965 
1976 (Canberra) 0-1 


973 (Sydney) 0-0* 
1976 (Gosford) 2-0 


973 (Seoul) 2-2* 


1973 (Hong Kong) 1-0* 1976 (Hong Kong) 2-0 
1977 (Sydney) 2-1* 1977 (Adelaide) 3-0* 
ls World Cup. # World Cup. 


St. George-Budapest 
Soccer Club Ltd. 


84 Victoria Ave., Mortdale | 
Telephone: 579-6977 


Thursday, October 20: MOVIE — 11.00 a.m, 
HUNGARIAN MOVIE — 8.00 p.m. 
Friday, October 21: QUEST BALL — 8.00 p.m. guest 


artist DAVID GRAY. Booking fee $16.00 per 
double. 
Saturday, 


October 22; SHOWTIME — 8.00 p.m. with 

MARTY RHONE, 

Sunday, October 23: DISCO NITE — 7.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 26: DISCO NITE — 7.30 p.m. 

COMING ATTRACTION: Saturday, November 26: 
KATALIN BALL. 


FOR MEMBERS’ INFORMATION 


Western Suburbs 
Soccer Club 


William St., Five Dock 
Telephone: 83-8672 


Friday, October 21: CABARET DANCE. 

, October 22: GALLAGHER and BROWN — 
vocal variety duo. 

Sunday, October 23: FILM @ pan.) — “Confessions of 
a Driving Instructor”, staring Robin Askwith and 
Loz Fraser. Also: FRANKIE DAVIDSON, Austra- 
lia’s top. international cabaret and recording star. 

‘Tuesday, October 25: EUCHRE NIGHT 

Wednesday, October 26: POP and ROCK NIGHT, Smoky 
Smith and his orchestra. Entry fee $1.00 


ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FOR MEMBERS 


319 9557 
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SOCCER 


WORLD 


DULL AUSSIES LACKED |w 
KNOW-HOW AND SKILL | STONE stoop 


ligent soccer except 


Who would haye thought 
that tiny Kuwalt, a speck on 
the map, with 700 registered 
players to choose from, can 
dispatch a team to Sydney 
and humiliate Australia? 
Risking scorn, we warmed of 
this possibility. In last week's 
issue we wrote: 


end our Workt Cup bid 
for four years.” 

And it was a halfhearted 
attempt if we ever saw one; 
the Aussies played and fought 
only in the last 10 minutes 
or so — too litte and too 
late. 

‘The preparations for the 
match, as we also said last 
week, were unbelievably bad. 

Six days in training camp, 
with several players inactive 
for weeks before that brings 
back memories of 1969 when 
a similar approach against 
Israel ended in disaster. 

Ts there no way for Aust- 
ralian soccer e@dministrators 
to learn from ‘past mistakes? 

And yet, things could have 
been different... In the very 
first minute Williams’ long 
lob was headed wide of the 
post post by Ollerton from four 

— the usual Ollerton 
"had luck” story. 

Four minutes later Oller- 
ton’s 18m, shot was scram- 
bled away by the goalie, 

But the fireworks ceased 
and Australia allowed Kuwait 
all the time and space to 
settle down. 

Our midfielders started to 
ron with the ball, always in- 


One had to wait until the 
20th minute to see another 
chance: Rooney's cross. was 
headed on by Kosmina and 
cleared on the line by 2 
fullback. 


As the first half hour 
passed, the pattern of the 
game was fully visible: there 


— By ANDREW DETTRE — 
It seems that the entire world can eventually learn to play skilful, intel- 


Australia. 


was an impatient, eager but 
‘unco-ordinated Australia 
against a skilled, well dis- 
ciplined Kuwait waiting for 
its chances, 

The Kuwaitis were hold- 
ing the ball, stroking it calm- 
ly from man to man, basing 

ing on quick counter- 
attacks while Australia wes 
“pressing” — if mad rushing 
forward with the ball could 
be called that. 

The first part in the suspect 
machine to break down was 
the Australian mdifield. 

The clearly unfit Rooney 
was labouring like a wounded 
bandicoot; ‘Harding —_lost 
possession almost every time 
he wanted to give a telling 
pass and Barnes was search- 
ing for a role to play, crowd- 
ing the already bunched 
central strikers in front of 
the Kuwait goal. 

There was absolutely no 
creativeness in midfield; the 
three “British” type players 
were unable to do anything 
useful with the ball. 

Let's quote again from our 
pre-match warning: 

“The main problem 
with this team is that ws 
not creative enough...” 
And therein lies Jim Shoul- 

det’s cardinal sin: persist/ 
ently, stubbornly he refused 
to inject flair and polish in 
the Australian midfield, over- 
ooking the few players cap- 
able of doing more than 
mere hard running: Perin, 
iz, Marocchi 


Just before thalftime, the 
inevitable happened: Kuwait 
shot into the lead. 

Willams committed a 


“pointless foul against the 
brilliant Fathi and the in- ij 


jured party took the free- 
kick from some 20 metres. 

The five players in the 
wall effectively blocked Ma- 
her's view and Fathi’s splen- 
did banana shot, in true Pele 
style, bent around the wall 
into the right corner. 

At halftime Shoulder re- 


CRUISE-N-FLY 


TO LONDON 
FOR $725 


Fare includes: — 


@ Flight to Perth with TAA; 
@ Seven-day cruise on the fine “Kota 


Singapura” with 


all meals; 


@ Two nights twin hotel accommod- 
ation with breakfast in Singapore; 


@ Charter jet to London. 


Call us for further details: — 


Palarga Lires 


364 


SUSSEX STREET, 


’ SYDNEY, N.S.W. 
Tel.: 26-2008/9 or 26-3526 


placed Harding with Stone, 
obviously looking for greater 
mobility, 

But before the team could 
fight its way back into the 
Picture, disaster struck. 

In the 49th minute Fathi 
turned two Australian de- 
fenders inside out, slipped the 
ball to the centre; the first 
shot was blocked but the re 
bound was put away by Ab- 
dul Aziz for the second goal. 

One would have thought 


that the two-goal deficit 
would sting the Socceroos 
into action. 


But instead, it was Kuwait 
who enjoyed the extra ben- 
ofits. 

In the 53rd minute it was 
again Fathi who broke on 
the right wing; left Wil- 
liams stranded and, from 20 
metres, smashed a low shot 
against the far post. 

Two minutes later the 
greatest Australian chance 
went begging: a Jong throw 
in. sailed to Ollerton who 


failed to connect with the 
ball two metres from the 


vious 85 minutes. 
Had We Soousroos played 

in the whole second half 

they did in the ‘ast fow sain: 

tutes, perhaps the story would 

ave had a different, happier 


ending. 

But the sad truth is that 
Australia, in this formation, 
was incapable of producing 
much more. 


Let’s quote again from our 
premonitions: 

“One doesn't wish to be 

too harsh with these odd 


And he has. For the Past 
year Shoulder, stoically ig- 
noring all criticism, repeatedly 
claimed that he is prepared 
to be judged by his team’s 
results. 


And he will be. 

Disaster stared us in the 
face in March against New 
Zealand; we lost to Iran and 
pulled through against South 
Korea with some luck. 

Surely the warning signs 
were visible enough for some 
time. 

There can be no doubt 
that a strong demand for 
Shoulder's resignation will 
come from many circles. 

But by simply dismissing 
this otherwise likeable young 
man the ASF will not solve 
the whole 

If Shoulder failed, so did 
those Who appointed him des- 
pite his lack of experience. 

The lesson for the ASF will 
be a mighty expensive one: 
missing out on the World 


tribution, without undoing all 


: Fathi Kameel, 

49: Abdul Aziz, 85: Rooney. 
Cautions: Alston, Hamad 

Khalid, Abdullah Yousuf. 


Referee: M Vautrot 
(France). 
Crowd: 12,000. 


Kuwait below 


Iran's 


class 


Just how good is this Kuwait that humiliated 


Australia last Sunday? 
We rate them below Iran 


but ahead of South Korea: s! 


a Skilled, well drilled team. 

In striker Fathi Kamil, 
they have a world class 
player. ‘This 23-year-old 
had his first match for six 
months last Sunday, fol- 
lowing a series of injuries 
and tured the Australian 
defence inside out on many 
occasions. 

Coach Mario Zagalo said 
after the match that Kuwait 
had played better in Seoul 
a week earlier, 

“T expected much more 
from Australia,” he added, 
echoing the sentiments of 
the entire crowd, 

“They play a stereotyped 
British soccer and not very 
well at that. 


“What surprised me even 
mote was that so many of 


the Australians lacked basic 
kills. 


“Kuwait is still very 
much in the World a 
We know how to handle 
Tran; some months lost 
to them only 0-1 in Tehran, 
with a freekick in the last 
minute. 
ea don't cet ar kt 
cl es ts for the 
match in Seoul, 

“The Koreans will get at 
them and will probably win. 

“Who will win the group? 
It's still too early to tell. 
But it that the issue 
is now ween Iran and 
Kuwait. lf we can beat them 
at home and then draw in. 
Tehran, we may yet make 


it. 
wAusteplia? T don’t think 
so 


ILLIAMS AND 


THEIR GROUND 


There were few players in the Australian 
team who performed up to their best form; 
there were several who, facing a skilled opposi- 
tion, showed up all their basic shortcomings. 


This is how we saw the individual displays: 


MAHER: Could be at least partly blamed for 
the first goal. He either didn’t direct properly the 
construction of his ‘wall’ before the freekick or posi- 
tioned himself so badly that the curving shot beat 
him by at least two or three metres. Didn't have 
much to do, but once again was well beaten by 
a shot that smashed against the upright. 

CURRAN: His return after a long absence was 
far from the instant success one had hoped for. He 
seems to have lost a lot of his earlier speed and 
his numerous overlaps were ineffective, usually ending 
with inane, high crosses into the goalmouth. Had a 
great deal of bother with his tricky opponent and even 
his once tight marking was far from perfect, 

BENNETT: As he was for long stretches without 
any opponent, the Kuwaiti central striker playing 
deep, Bennett seemed lost in the middle. Instead. of 
moving upfield, he preferred to stay back marking 
no-man’s land. As earlier this year, his understanding 
with Wilson was faulty: quite often the two, facing 
one man, had to retreat and pass back to Maher. 
Before the second Kuwait goal, he was caught out 
of position. 

WILSON: The Australian skipper had a very 
mediocre game. Once again his passing let him down: 
far too often he kicked the ball aimlessly forward. 
Under pressure, he made a number of uncharacteristic 
mistakes and failed to get the ball cleanly enough to 
the midfielders. Like Bennett, he was glued to his 

area when a more darit 


own goal upfield sortie could 
fave shifted the balance in our favor. Far too often | 


he was beaten on the ground by the icky Kuwailis, 

WILLIAMS: He was perhaps the only Socceroo 
without obvious jitters; courageous enough to move 
into attack. However, in Fathi he faced a brilliant 
eves and he had immense problems with him. 

was involved in both Kuwaiti goals which greatly 
his match record. In his defence one can 
tention oa neither Barnes nor Harding: in front of 

were moving well enough to link-up with his 
Bess and neither central defender covered up for him 
when he did go forward. 

ROONEY: Carrying an injury, Rooney was not 
match fit and should not have played. Yet, while 
ie eee ee oe ee 

midfielders, covering enormous ground and 
rei well. Perhaps it would have heat beter fad 
|Rooney’s suspect energies not been frittered away by 
‘calling on him to take every freekick and comer kick, 
the same way Richards was made to perform. 

HARDING: Started badly and this obviously 
threw him out of gear: his passes went astray and 
instead of using his famed long through balls, tried 
to run with the thing — almost invariably into a 
wall of opponents, He never once threatened the goal 
and seldom switched the point of attack. His game 
‘was ‘stereotyped and unimaginative and despite his 
honest efforts to get back into the game, an 
almost automatic choice for replacement, 

BARNES: The tall Hakoah star was hesitant, cum- 
bersome and slow; he won few balls in midfield duels 
and used even less effectively. Unlike in club matches, 
he desisted his natural urge to storm his way through 
towards the penalty box. One didn't see his potential 
lethal shooting either, one of his greatest assets, Like 
his two colleagues, Barnes failed chiefly in the critical 
department of creativity, 

STONE: Came on in the second half and added 
urgency and mobility to the midfield. There is no 
doubt that of the midfielders used, he made the most 
valuable contribution to the team. However, even 
Stone fell down on the job of creating sudden open- 
ings: there was little unexpected in his play, 

KOSMINA: The Adelaide striker had one of his 
poorest _mutches this season, Made elementary tech- 
nical mistakes, couldn't turn with the ball and failed 
i use the open spaces on the right flank from where 

he could have tried to get behind the defence. Unlike 

in so many other matches, he seldom took on a 
defender and refused to accept the responsibility for 
solo efforts. 

OLLERTON: Had two good chances, missed 
both, yet he was not our worst striker, His immobility 
and slow take-off speed again told on him in the ring 
of defenders, He didn’t stretch the defence and, like 
his fellow strikers, crowded up in the middle, Al- 
though far too many high crosses were aimed at his 
head, he got to only a few and even then seldom 
beat his man in the air, 

ALSTON: The big disappointment of the match, 
He was passive, slow and eae even when put 
od and tieisted 


fy into cs team. 
‘ABONYI: Teplaced Ollerton by public demand, 
showed a few deft touches — but 


which 


Ror one diane urcaien the’ gal 


The French referee, Michel Vautrot, was firmly 

in command of the match. He didn’t have a very 
dina task Huong ie Bie clear that he ae t allow 

the Socceroos to up” their more fragile opy 
ents as some perhaps would have liked to. aaa 
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SCOTLAND, 
HOLLAND 
QUALIFY 


As a result of World Cup 
elimination matches ast 
week, Italy, Holland and 

have taken giant 
steps towards the finals. 


Results: 


Denmark y, Portugal 2-4 
Luxembourg v, England 0-2 
E, Germany vy. Austria 1-1 
N, Ireland v, Holland 0-1 
Eire v, Bulgaria 0-0 

Wales vy. Scotland 0-2 

Italy v, Finland 6-1. 


In Group 1 Portugal's 
only chance is if they beat 
Poland in an away match 
— don't bet on it. 


England’s miserable 2-0 
against Luxembourg has 
further reduced their mathe- 
matically already puny 
chance, 


In Group 3 the issue is 
as open as it was though 
Austria’s position has im- 
proved, 

In Holland, a home draw 
will be enough against Bel- 
gium to win Group 4 while 


cr 


France takes out Group 5 
if they beat Bulgaria in 
Paris. 

Group 7 belongs to the 
Seots; Wales would have to 
win by four goals in Prague 
to catch them. 


The latest standings: 


Group 1 
Cyprus v. Denmark 1-5 
Portugal v. Poland 0-2 
Denmark v. Cyprus 5-0 
Poland y. Cyprus 5-0 
Forse Lenin Ae 

prus v. Portugal 1~ 
Denmark v. Poland 1-2 
Cyprus v. Poland 1-3 
Poland v, Denmark 4-1 
Denmark’ y, Portugal 2-4 
Poland v, Portugal 29/10 


Portugal v, Cyprus 16/11 

Poland = § 5—— 163 10 
Portugal 84 3— 1 75 6 
Denmark 6 2— 4 1412 4 
Cyens SS = 5 320 0 


Group 2 
Finland y. England 1-4 
Finland y. Luxembourg 7-1 
England v. Finland 2-1 
Luxembourg v. Italy 1-4 
Taaly y. England 2-0 
England y. Luxembourg 5-0 
Luxembourg y, Finland 0-1 
Finland y. Italy 0-3 
Lux'bourg v. England 0-2 
Italy v. Finland 6-1 
England y. Italy 16/11 
Ttaly v. Luxembourg 3/12 


® Electrically operated side door 
@ Radio and Public Address system 


® 2700cc diesel engine made in association 
with Perkins of England 


@ Fan assisted fully heated interior 


Distributed by Westco Motors NSW 
Roseberry Ph. 663 0521 


Specifications subject to change without notice. 


e seater eo 


traly. 4 
England = 5 
Finland 6 
tux’bourg 5 — 
Group 3 
Turkey y. Malta 4-0 
East Germany v. Turkey 1-1 
Malta y, Austria 0-1 
Malta v, East Germany 0-1 
Austria v. Turkey 1-0 
Austria _v. Malta 9-0 
Austria y, East Germany 1-1 
EB, Germany v. Austria 1-1 
B. Germany v. Malta 29/10 
Turkey vy. Austria 30/10 
Turkey v. B. Ger. 16/11 
Malta’ v. Turkey 27/11 


Austria 53 2— 132 8 
E. Germany 4 1 3— 43 5 
Turkey 3111 52 3 
Ita 4——4 O15 0 
Group 4 


Iceland y. Belgium 0-1 
Iceland v. Holland 0-1 


Holland v. N.Ireland 2-2 
Belgium v. N. Ireland 2-0 
Belgium v. Holland 0-2 
Iceland y. N. Ireland 1-0 
Holland y. Iceland 4-1 
Belgium y. Iceland 4-0 

N, Ireland v, Iceland 2-0 
N. Ireland y. Holland 0-1 
Holland v, Belgium 26/10 
N. Ireland y. Belgium 16/11 


Holland 5 41 103 9 
Belgium 43— 1 72 6 
N. frelond S$ 1 13 46 3 
lar 6i1— 5 212 2 
Group 5 


Bulgaria v, France 2-2 
France y. Eire 2-0 

Eire y, France 1-0 
Bulgaria v. Eire 2-1 
Eire v. Bulgaria 0-0 
France v, Bulgaria 16/11 
Bulgaria 3.1 2— 
France 3 iit 
Eire Maney ee 


43 


On 


1st Class transport for an economy class outlay. 


DA 


WAY 


IESEL LIGHT 


Now Mazda offers you a great new way 
to move in style and comfort. 


@ 5speed gearbox (Overdrive 5th gear) 


@ All seats face forward 


@ Fluorescent interior lighting 
© Built with Mazda's traditional attention 


to detail 


The price for all this reliability, comfort and safety 
is well within the reach of most organizations, 
companies and institutions. Ring your local 
Mazda Dealer and arrange a test drive, 


Group 7 
Czechos. y, Scotland 2-0 
Scotland v. Wales 1-0 
Wales v. Czechoslovakia 3-0 
Wales v. Scotland 0-2 
Czechos. v. Wales 16/11 


Scotland 4 3— 1 63 6 
Wales 37> 2 339 4 
Czechos!. 3 1— 2 36 2 


The Americas 


@ Bolivia’s newly en- 
and modernised na- 


ional stadium In La, Paz 7 


will play in’ Budapest on 
Oct. 29. Now in training 


ma 


| free-spending Spanish giants, 


in West. Germany, 
they’ will arrive in Budapest 
only the day before the 
game. 
@ Canada, preparing for 
its World Cup aomination 
matches, defeated the tour- 


ing St, Germain Paris. 3-2 
in Montreal, in front of 
19,000 fans. 


@ Pele’s farewell match 
in New York drew a crowd 
me 75,646 


was televised live to 38 
countries. In the first half 
Pele played for Cosmos and 
iu the second for Santos, 
his former club, Cosmos 
won 2-1, 


. 
am 

@ Gordon Sweetzer, the 
ace striker of English club 


Srentford, would be elig- 
ble to play for Canada in 


© Fulham gave their 
‘ong serving goalie Peter 
Mellor a free transfer — 
and three weeks to find him- 


_ © Ina friendly interna- 
tional, Hungary beat. Swe- 
den 3.0, 


@ CF Barcelona, the 


may have to curtail their 


» lavish living: the club has a 


deficit of a staggering $6 
million. 


The World Cup 


World Cup finals 


‘worry; 


lishing Co. Pty. tds at 54 Ren. 
wick Street, Marrickville, 2204, 
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SOCCER WORLD 


PHILIPS LEAGUE "77 


STEADY HAKOAH 
ALWAYS NEAR TOP 


Always close to the lead, Hakoah sneaked home as uneasy winners 
of the first PSL title on a mere goal difference. Yet it would be unkind to 
imply that their win was in any way undeserved. 


Tt was Hakoah who lost 
the least number of matches 
in the PSL, the only team 
which remained unbeaten 
in away games and the one 
which scored the most goals 
— surely three strong in- 
dications of their steadiness 
and class. 


In some ways, their final 
victory must be regarded as 
& surprise, 

In contrast with the 
majority of PSL teams, Ha- 
koah operated under the 
divided, part-time control of 
an astute coach (Gerry 
Chaldi) and various officials 
(Dave Maclaren, then Harry 
Lakmaker and Andrew 


more _ surprisingly, 
they made hardly any 
changes to their 1976 team. 
Three newcomers (Manecas, 
Kershaw, McGuiness) made 
really little difference to the 


side and only the burly 
stopper Eddie Thomson 
became a regular. 

So how did Hakoah 
manage to win the cham- 
pionship? 

Basically, theirs was a 


in their 
ranks (Clarke and Barnes), 
there were no truly tower- 
ing stars in the team any 
more than there were ob- 
vious passengers, 

The departure of Muniz 
left surprisingly litle gap 
in midfield: the long injured 
Clarke was suitably te- 
placed by Haynes, haying 
returned to Sydney after a 
detour via Adelaide and 
Canberra, 

‘Hakoah, were, in fact, 
strong enough to survive 
the many ups and downs of 
Lutton, this _ gifted 
moody and obviously un- 
predictable [rish midfielder. 

All they did was shift the 
versatile Robertson from 
defence, and his partnership 
with Stevenson and Barnes 
did the trick, 

Unlike so often in the 
past, Hakoah were neither 
an, ultra-defensive nor even. 
4% safe team. 

With their gifted midfield 
and creative attack, they 
were able to play their own 
relaxed, polished game, 
voing ‘after goals rather 
than setting out to prevent 
them. 

Their biggest win, that 
6-L over Adelaide City, had 
an element of luck about it. 


Again, in the penultimate 
round, they were rather for- 


The Secretary, 
Sydney Olympic 


pene Pree eee EEEELEDELESELELED ELLIE LILES, 


but & 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 


Applications are invited for 


CLUB COACH 


and assistant coach for 1978 season. 


Apply in writing, stating full particulars to 


P.O. Box Al8i Sydney South, 2000 
Applications close 24,10.1977 


tunate to receive the benefit 
of a referee's doubt con- 
cerning a penalty which, 
finally, gave them that extra 
point needed for the title. 
But on the whole, nobo 
can claim that Hakoal’s 
win was a lucky one, 


They went about 
business of amassing 
points with _ bright, 
entertaining displays. 

Tf they lacked “class” in 
the old sense of the word, 
it could be attributed to 
the predominantly British 
playing staff which wasn't 
given to much color, even 
flair, 

But even that isn't entirely 
true. In Terry Smith, for 
example — a Western Sub- 
urbs and St, George discard 
— they had the League's 
most stylish central striker, 
one of the revelations of 
the season. 


Neither Robertson nor 
Stevenson are “British” in 
the nowadays commonly 
used and unfavorable sense 
of the word and as for 
Lutton, he is pure Continen- 
tal, even down to _ his 
temper. 

But if Hakoah seldom 
sparkled and littered, it 
was probably due to coach 
Chaldi’s decision to imsist on 
a functional, disciplined dis- 
play at the expense of 
‘often vainglorious “color.” 


their 
the 
often 


ADAHILTON SILVA 


‘Again almost _tradition- 


ally, Hakeah shrugged off 


genuine or hypocritical ad- 
vice about building a ‘local” 
team, and went about field- 
ing the best players they 
had, regardless of origin. 
Thus it came about that 
of their regulars. only 


Clarke (later Haynes), Mul- 


SFC 


len, O'Connor and Barnes 
could be classified as Aust- 
tralian products, a fairly 
small number in compari- 
son with some others, 

But Hakoah lived within 
the law which doesn’t stipu- 
late any quotas and are 
certain to stick to this open 
policy in the future. 

The Mullen, O'Connor, 
Thomson, Mowbray defen- 
sive foursome was changed 
‘only occasionally, and then 
Robertson took a step back 
from the midfield with 
ease. 

Although ‘on paper’ this 
quartet looks anything but 
impressive, it performed 
well and reliably and none 
better than the yeleran 
Mowbray. 


team’s door by now, but 
his fiery temper earns him 

too many cautions and 
suspensions season after 
season (7 in 1977, by our 
count), 

We have already spoken 
of the midfield where 
Barnes provided the dash, 
Stevenson the perpetual 
motion, and Robertson the 


_ immaculate distribution. 


Hakoah were blessed with 
the presence of two ortho- 
dox wingers in Watson and 
Silva. 


While neither set the 
world on fire as individuals, 
they both served the team’s 
interests brilliantly, _enabl- 
ing the attack to unfold on 
the wings, stretching de- 
fences and giving extra 
room to Smith and Barnes 
in the middle. 


With no real yeterans in 
their line-up, there is little 
reason to believe that Ha- 
koah will resort to whole- 
sale changes for 1978. 

The clever Portuguese 
Manecas may return, and 
this would be a great gain; 
Lutton’s future will be 
sorted out by the coach, 
but Mowbray and Silva 
are certain to keep soldier- 
ing on. 

And there is Kershaw, an 
excellent substitute, not to 
mention McGuiness who 
had the misfortune of com- 
ing on as a replacement in 
the second half in 9 of his 


11 matches. 
Hakoah's future looks 
bright; their proud star 


may keep shining for fur- 
ther seasons. 
— AD. 


SAINTS WANT TO 
FORGET THIS YEAR 


At one stage it looked as though St. George would have a real 
shocker of a season: they were losing games in sequence, thcir star players 


were off form and then 


In the end the Saints 
managed to climb to a re- 
spectable 6th _ position 
which, by almost any stan- 
dard except their own, 
would be pretty satisfactory. 

But on the whole, their 
team promised little and 
delivered even less, 


The Saints” problems 
began early in the piece 
when, through some curious 


logic, they decided to sell 
their long adored striker 
Abonyi and useful mid- 
fielder Echeverria. 


DAVE McQUIRE 


Their replacements, O- 
Connor and Gnavi, proved 
much costlier — and also 
Much less effective, 

After the fourth round, 
following 2 humiliating 
home defeat against Ade- 
Iaide City, coach Manfred 
Schaefer began to lose his 
nerves and also his grip on 
the team. 

He announced his inten- 
tion to resign, withdrew it 
and stayed on for a few 
more weeks, but no longer 
able to shape the destiny 


Had Lutton been any- Fe 

where near his undoubted |Of his team. 

class, perhaps we would| More than the mere 
have seen a more colorful | results, the almost com- 
_ string of displays from the | plete ‘lack of the “old 
team. style” depressed the dimin- 
> Smith was the spiritual |ishing camp of Saints sup- 
leader of the attack, but | Porters: their team joined 


the kick-and-rush school. 


Without a dominant mid- 
field general, the Saints 
were struggling from match 
to match. 

Gnavi, the season's big 
disappointment, was unable 


to stamp his character on 
the team and the young 
O'Shea brothers, far from 
mature performers, had to 
carry far too much of the 
burden. 

The absence of Utjesen- 
ovic for the best part 
the season also deprived the 
Saints of a stylish, thought- 
ful defender. 


And = when 
dropped out because 
injury and Aitken left to 
return home, the spare bits 
and pieces’ left behind 
proved constitutionally in- 
adequate to lift the team 
to a higher plane. 

Right throughout the 
season one had the impres- 
sion that St. George were 
an abandoned side, without 
a strong hand off or on the 
field grabbing the reins. 

They floundered from 
week to week, never with- 
out the spirit but seldom 
with the class oue had 
come to expect from them. 

If you consider that in 
Harris and Williams they 


Hamilton 


came a coaching crisis. 


had two: international full- 
backs, then the perform- 
ances of the defence must 
be described as disap- 
pointing. 

Neither was to 
repeat his usually solid 
international form for his 
club side and on sany 
occasions it was left to 
goalie Coe to save them 
from certain defeat. 

If the midfield was dis- 
uppointing, the attack was 
even worse. 


able 


The team which only 
recently featured such 
classy performers as Al- 


ston, Denton, Abonyi and 
Ainslie and then let go a 
Palinkas and Terry Smith, 
fell on hard times . in 
attack. 

Morgan's immobility and 
Jankovics’ technical defici- 
encies strictly limit their 
scope while O'Connor, 
potentially a brilliant or- 
thodox winger, was starved 
through lack’ of proper 


= support. 


BRENDAN GROSSE 


Strangely enough, even 
Derby County's guest star 
Charlie George failed to 
ignite the old fuse in this 
sick attack and after a good 
debut he sank to the level 
of others. 


Towards the end, it was 
the displays of the fast 


striker 
and the return to form of 
Williams that kept the team 
together. 


reserve Hensman, 


During the season, out of 
sheer desperation, the 
Saints introduced two talen- 
ted youngsters in Holmik 
and Terry while yet another 
O'Shea, Michael, 16, is 
lorking in the wings. 

But it's in the field of 
mature class that the Saints 
badly need reinforcement if 
they are to return to the 
forefront of  Anstralian 
soccer where they have 
been since about 1962. 

Coach Ija Takac says he 
may feed up to five or 
six new players and is 
determined to find at least 
two or thrée in Yugoslavia. 


Some, including regulars 
in 1976 and 1977, can ex- 
pect little mercy when the 
new team is built — and 
Teputations will count for 
nought. 

But whatever steps the 
Saints will be taking to 
strengthen their team, they 
also reinforce 
management side which, 
unlike in the past, was one 
of the weakest in the PSL. 

Had Frank Arok been 
able to join them for 1978, 
one would have felt certain 
that these problems will be 
soon behind St. George. 

Without him, it will be a 
much harder task. Still, the 
club's resources are formid- 
able enough to bring about 
a quick come-back, pro- 
vided the right steps are 
taken, 

— AD. 


WHEN YOU THINK OF 


TILES 


THINK OF THE EXPERTS : 


LEHMANN 
BROS. PTY. LTD. 
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NSW I-Il DIVISIONS REVIEWED 


CROATIA ENJOYED BOOM 
DURING GLORY SEASON 


— By KEITH 


GILMOUR — 


If ever a club grasped its opportunity it was Rothmans League premiers 
and Ampol championship winners Croatia Sydney. 


Despite the elevation of | There was no doubt about goals), 


the “Big Five” to Philips 
League, Croatia’s committee 
correctly assessed that this 
could be their year. 

With their support, more 
than_ sufficient to outdraw 
by far all but two of the 
Sydney PSL clubs, they had 
a bigger chance to succeed 
than even in 1974 when 
they annexed the Rothmans 
State Cup in a remarkable 
sequence of wins. 4 

Having established their 
policy, the club was quick 
to pounce when that un- 
rivalled ballplayer Atti Ab- 
onyi came into dispute with 


St, George. 

This was their master- 
stroke, and it paid off hand- 
somely as the maestro 
stroked the ball this way 
and that to set up the 
moves. 


He knocked in 23 prem- 
iership goals, 10 ahead of 
Johnny Doyle, the APIA 
and former Croatia striker. 

John Davies, Croatia's 
wanderer returned, cracked 
in a second, but surely the 
superb skill that kept Cro- 
atia well ahead of _ the 
bunch was that of the fluid, 
flowing Socceroo Abonyi. 

Early season, Croatia did 
not settle down. c 

They took top place in 
Group B of the Ampol Cup 
— two points ahead of old 
rival Yugal — after one 
early loss to Hellas, 

After an abandoned game 
that had produced the most 


‘The League season started 
with Croatia coach Tony 
Schwarz having the reliable 
John Wignall in central 
defence. 

Wignall held over his 
return to England until the 
team was more settled, and 
it was 18-year-old school- 
boy star Tom Basic who 
filled the vacancy with much 
more maturity than seemed 
possible, 

Then, in’ the opening 
round and in spite of being 
the more skilled side of the 
two, Croatia lost 12 to 
APIA. 

Coach aera whe Bae 
apparently had a inor 
clash over the disciplining 
of players whilst on an ex- 
hibition tour of Western 
NSW, was replaced by 
second grade coach Luke 
Fabijanic. 

Little known even on 
grand final day six months 
later, Fabijanic had arrived 
in Australia. in 1959 and 
played in the NSW First 
Division with the club 
before working his way 
through from third team to 
second grade and then first 
grade coach, 

This quietly spoken fellow 
overcame eyery hurdle, Not 
one match wis lost under 
his guidance. 

Admittedly he started out 
with the best balanced side 
in the League, but the 
record still speaks for itself. 

Croatia did suffer from 
the loss of John Davies, 
who was caught up in a 
transfer wrangle with Can- 
berra City. 

This talented midfielder 
missed much of the season, 
but he was finally cleared 
to play with Croatia and 
added his skills to the side, 


Croatia 


the standing of the 
(23 


strikers, as  Abonyi 


MAURICE SULLIVAN 


Nick _ Fenought, 
and Maurice Sullivan 
apiece) all pulled their 
weight. 

Although —_Fenoughty’s 
form fell away before com- 
ing good again at the end, 
all were constructive on the 
ball as well as turning up 
the goals. 


Fenoughty, signed from 
Howard Hadley's old club 
Matlock Town in the Nor- 
thern Premier League, was 
a@ great acquisition. 

The midfield performed 
Teasonably well, | Vernon 
Darvill “was always a 
worker, and Steve Mc- 
Donald and Vic Dudaric 
gave a hand. 

Ian Stone developed fur- 
ther over the year, and 
given the correct handling 
and competition over the 
next year or two, this New- 
castle - trained youngster 
could prove National team 
material. 

Hadley produced his best 
form since originally arriv- 


of 


ing from England to join 
Pan Hellenic, but neither 
the main challengers 
produced a standard of play 
that could pur both him 
and Basic to the test. 

Bobby Russell at right- 
back proved one of the 
best in his position in the 
League. 

Greg Smith, who became 
the team captain, was 
brought back after a year 
on loan to his original club, 
Cardiff. 

‘As {0 the goalkeeper 20- 


year-old university student | > 


Don Smith, another Cardiff 
product, he only conceded 
15 goals throughout the 
league season. 

This lad has everything 
height, reflexes. and 
temperament, 

This was Croatia’s year. 


They have relatively 
young’ team and other 
youngsters on the way 
through. 


Will any team be able to 
hold a candle to them in 
Rothmans League in 77! 


England is out but 
Luxembourg wrecked 


England's chances of reaching the World Cup finals have 
been reduced to a mathematical minimum. 


First England scored a 
miserable 2-0 win over 
Luxembourg, then saw Italy 
hammer Finland 6-1. 

With a display bordering 
on complete inaptitude, the 
English team, knowing that 
only an avalanche of goals 
can keep their hopes alive, 
struggled against the Lux- 
embourg amateurs, 

But the game had some 
unpleasant and costly side- 
notes to it, 

Britain's soccer savages 
have done it again, but their 
orgy of violence in Luxem- 
bourg, whose team has al- 
most shut the door on Eng- 
land's World Cup chances 
could have severe repercus- 
sions. 

Luxembourg is calling for 
England’s removal from 
European soccer after 5,000. 
English supporters went on 
a drunken spree, 

The grand duchy’s 400 
police could not cope with 
the rampage which started 
in the stadium and ended 
with the city looking like a 
battlefield. 

The cost of the damage, 
not yet assessed, could run 
to_ $150,000, 

The president of the Lux- 
embourg Soccer Federation 
is calling on FIFA, the 
world soccer ruling ‘body, 
for a ban on all Engli 


is the list of the un- 
fortunates: 

Farley (Hakoah), Kriaris 
(Footscray), Milne (Foots- 
cray), Rogers (Sth. Melb.), 
Gibson (Olympic), Thom- 
son (Hakosh), G. Ontong 
(Mooroolbark), Coyne (Br. 
City), Mcintosh (Olympic), 
Cole (Fitzroy) and Manley 


(Sth. Melb.), 


soccer teams visiting Eur- 

One Luxembourg coun- 
cillor, Josef de Schmidt, 
said: “We suffered occupa- 
tion by the Nazis in the 
last war, but even the Nazis 
did not behave like this, 

“This new generation of 
English is just savage 
beasts.” 

England will play Italy in 


TRAVEL 


oe eae ee ee 


London in November and 
even a good home win 
won't make the slightest 
difference. 

Italy's last match is at 
home against Luxembourg 
and in that the Azzurris 
are certain to score an eas} 
win, assuring themselves of 
a berth in the finals while 
England, as in 1974, misses 
out once again, 


RONIS 


REAL ESTATE AND 


AGENCY 


26 GREENFIELD PARADE, BANKSTOWN 
‘PHONE: 709-3560 or 709-1831 


KU-RING-GAI SOCCER CLUB 
(NSW Fed. II. Div.) 
invites applications for 


COACHES 


to coach first, second and third grade 
during 1978 season. 


Applications close on November 30, 1977 with 


The Secretary, 
P.O. Box 54 
Pymble, 2073 NSW 


‘Gabbie’s bid 
just failed 


— By CHARLES SPITERI — 


After 25 years of association with the club, 
Bill Parkhouse, president of Toongabbie Soccer 


Club will not stand for 


reelection to the board 


at the annual general meeting at the end of 


the month, 


A foundation member of 
the club, Bill bas been a 
driving force in lifting Toon- 
gabbie from the inter-sub- 
urban divisions to the pre- 
sent division, 

He said this week: “1 
would ‘have liked to see 
Toongabbie in first division 
next season as this was my 


year 
championship slipped through 
their fingers by a mere point. 

They led the competition 
for the bigger part of the 
season and only in the se- 
cond last match the ruz was 
pulled from under their feet 
by Revesby Workers when 
they held them to a draw, 


Melita 
Eagles. 

During the 1977 season 
just ended, Toongabbie lost 
‘only one competition game 
and this was not agai 
their arch rivals Melita 
Eagles, but Kuringai who best 
them in the first round. 

They won 16 of their 
matches, drawing another 
five — including two gruel- 
Ting duels with Melits — 
scoring 59 goals and conced- 
ing only 19, accumulating a 
season total of 37 points. 

Determined from the start 
to challenge for promotion, 
the club is understood to 
have spent around $30,000 
in the build-up to win the 


championship. 
Early in the season, they 
bought Avala striker Jim 
Magill and Hellas players 
Ross Brown and Larry Ar- 
mytage. 

Just before the season 


started, the club appointed 
the then virtually unknown 
Chilean Luiz Solis to coach 
them for the season whic 
was quite a surprise to many 


the club 
managed to import four 
South American players who 
completely changed the style 
of the team putting more 
emphasis on skill and tech- 
nique. 

These were Chileans Ricky 


and Edwardo Pena in ad- 
dition to Argentinian Hector 
Guerlo, 

All are individually very 
skilled ball players but the 
two that made their presence 
most felt were 
and Ortega the latter win- 


after breaking a 


ning the club's Player of the 
Year award which is a prize 
of a 7-day cruise for him 
and his wife donated by 
Swire Travel. 

This pair played’ in mid- 
field roles which was Gab- 
bie’s strongest’ department, 
creating plenty of opportun- 
ities for the forwards, 

Club officials haye already 


White the South Americans 
had a yery successful year, 
so did the local players who 
carried the brunt in the early 
part of the seasow when the 
new were acclimat- 
ising to Australian conditions, 

‘Similar to his wo seasons 
with Avala, Jim Magill had 
a tremendous year scoring 
many goals while Ross Brown 


Efe’ the top scorer of 
cmetae - 
hat-tricks. = 


In defence Walker, Chap- 
man and Parkhouse formed a 
reer ay Peace was weil 

: ‘experienced 
Michael Mikolajczyk in goal, 

Coming into the team 
leg last 
season, Mikolajezyk made a 
great recovery to make 1977 
‘one of ‘his best seasons ever. 

However, one of their best 
defenders was Bill Reilly who 
came back into the side after 
having a few weeks with 
Manly on a transfer-loan ar- 
rangement which did not 
work out. 

Another youngster who did 
Well this season was Neil 
Taylor who spent some time 
in England a couple of years 
ago with a London first di- 
vision team, 

Failure to win promotion 
for Toongabbie, has cost So- 
tis this coaching: job as the 
club did not renew his con- 
tract and called for fresh 
applications for — ariother 
coach for next season. 

It is understood that se- 
veral top coaches have applied 
for the job and the new 


“man is expected to be known 


towards the end of the month. 

In the meantime, several 
directors of the club are 
making last minute efforts to 
ty to persuade Bill Park- 
house to run again for the 
presidency for the 1978 
season. 

Tt is also believed that the 
club is already looking for 
two or three players to 
strengthen the sile for an- 
other challenge for the 
championship and promotion. 


FAIRFIELD WEST ATHLETIC 
Soccer Club 
Applications are invited for the position of 


COACH 


for 6th Div. NSW Federation team for 
1978 season. 


Apply in writing to: 
A. Johnson, 
Secret 


tary 
275 Elizabeth Drive 
Mt. Pritchard, 2170 


Applications close on November 2, 1977 


